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ATTITUDES TOWARD COLLECTIVE GUILT 
IN 
THE AMURICAN ZONE. OF GERMANY 


This report is based on results of survey 

made in the last two weeks of December, 1946 

by ODIC Opinion Survoyse Personal interviews 
were held with 3005 Germans living in the 
American Zone, representing a true cross-section 
of tha population tho-e. Tho field worl: was 
done by a trained fo. an staff, 


w _cpniagshseiaeeE Meee 
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Report Number 51 
2 April 1947 
ONIC Opinio’ Surveys Hq. 
OMGUS (Rear) APO 757 


Rostrioted Classification 
: Nyt Removed Per 
. Executive Order 10501 
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Fix’ GERMANS ACCEPT COLLECTIVE GUILT «es 


To ascertain whether Germans living in the American Zone accept or 
rojoot colleotive rosponsitility for the orimes and misdeods done 

in the name of thoir former sovernment, saven related quostions were 
asked. The bill of partioulars oovered a varioty of issues: 

cdo the Germans share responsibility for the acts of tho Hitler regime 
because they supported it? »«. are thoy colleotively yuilty for the 
war because thoy gave power to a wareminded Governmont? eee was 
Poland attacked to protect Germans thore from mistreatment by the 
Polish government? «s. did a "harsh" Versailles:Troaty justify tho.varl -de6 
does Germany often find herself in difficulties bocause other people 
misundorstand her? o.- wore both sides in the war equally guilty of 
committing many war crimes? .»4 did the Germans torture and murder 
millions of helpless Europeans? 


Scores were computed by totalling tho proportions rejecting guilt -~ 

or rationalizing past behavior == on dach of the soven questions. 

Thus, in the following chart, those scoring zero accept responsibility 
on 411 seven points); those soor‘ng 1 reject collective guilt on any 

one of the seven, and so on, until in score 7 colleotivo rosponsibility 
is rojooted on all soven questioné.* The median avorazo scoro for 

tha total population is 3.8. 


Rejootion of Collective Guilt. 


23% 


Sooros 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 4 
(Scores of 1% are not ascertainable) 
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“The "rojootion" scores include "No opinion" replies which wore high 
on most of tho seven questions. Thoy ‘vero inoluded because thoy 
oorrelated with evasive or unwilling ropliias (as reported by the 
4ntorvievers), and also with the antiesemitie soale, and thus strons) 
presume tho rejection of guilt. The questions are treated individually 
lator in tho roporte 


Rejootion of suilt is gonoralizod tes 


On tho whole, rejootion of collootive guilt is not spcooific to any 

one population groupe The best educated (12 years or more sohooling), 
it is truco, are much more likely to acocnt responsibility than othor 
cducation troups, as are the higher inoome groupe ‘omen tend more 

than men to roject collective guilt. And Protestants, morc than 
Catholics, are likely to wipo thoir hands of any complicity. But, 

as olrondy stated, the dif.srenoos among population groups are 

slight -- and the gonsralniss, rathor than tho specifioity, of rejoction 
of colloctive guilt is tho note-worthy findings This is s70:. in the 
follovting comparision of modian average scoros of different sogmonts 

of the American Zone population. (In order to interprot the significance 
of tho scores, boar in mind that a score of 3.5 means rojootion of 
guilt on half of any of the saven quostions == and highor or lowor 
soores indicate pgroator or lossor rojootion.) 


Median Avorage "Ro joation of Guilt" eooro 


By Laondor 


Bavaria 3.78 
Hos so 3.81 
Wuerttemborg«Badon » 3.82 
By eduoation | 
7 yoars or loss 3,82 
8 years 3» 83 
9 * 11 years 3. 80 
12 yoars or more 3.60 
By ago 
Undor 20 yoars 5.78 
20 » 29 yours 3e 78 
30 = 3f yours 3. G5 
40 » 49 yoars 3.75 
50 » 59 yoars 3.78 
60 years and ovor © 3092 
By sex 
Moh Piet, OF TD 
Women 8496 


By rolision 
Catholic 3.78 
Protestant 3.88 


By sovoial status 


Uppor middie 3 80 
Middle 3.77 
Lowor middle 3.78 | 
Lowor 3. 65 | 
By income 

Middle and above 3.60 
Lower 3-80 
Lowest 3290 


(Modian avorago sooro for the total — 
population is 3-8) 
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Relation batwoon antiesomitism and 
rojootion of guilt eee 


Proportion in 
Sooro sroupt 


A vory important finding in this study is tho idontificoation of rejootion 
of collcotive guilt with raoiol binse Pooplo who are intensoly antie 
somitio (Soe ODIC Opinion Surveys ‘sport 7: 49 "AntisSomitism in the 
Amorioan Zono") aro markadly more likoly to dony colloctive responsibility 
for Gormany's past actions than aro those with littlo racial bing. 
Morcovor, as shown in the tablo below, tho gradations botwoon tho 
rojootion of colleotivo guilt and degree of racial bias aro consistent. 


Rejection Score and Racial Bias Sonalo 


Little Nation- High Intense 
Bias alist Racist Anti-somitic 


0 2% 1 


1 10 6 6 3 1 
2 20 14 11 8 4 
we ee 25 25 20 15 9 
4 21 24 23 25 21 
5 15 16 PAN yak 22 
6 9 9 14 18 23 
7 * 4 5 10 17 
NA. * 1 oe ae 3 
Iodian Sooro 209 Gebaes Osc 4.0 4.8 


400 


*Loss thon “+ of 1% 


‘In tho following pages, attitudes on speocifio issucs are analyzod. It 
will bo noted that a good mjority acknowWlodgcs somo responsibility 
for tho Hitlor rogimo; dony that ‘10 Versaillos troaty justifiod 

World War II, and aodepts tho fao. that Gorman poople comnittod 
atroottios nogainst humanity, but a much larger majority fools that 
both sides in tho war woro guilty of mony war crimase A majority 
refusos to acocpt collootive guilt for bringing on tho war, and thinks. 
Germany ofton gets into diffioultios beonuso othor poonle misunderstand 
hore A plurality says that protcotion of Gormans {mn Poland was not 
why Gormany attacked Poland, but o not insignificant minority thinks 
othorwisde ; 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/attitudestowardcOOunse 
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Responsibility for the Hitlor regimo oe. 


Six in ten Germans in the American Zone accept limited responsibility 
for the acts committed by the Hitler regime. Asked, "Do you balieve 
that the German people are at least par tly to blame for the acts of the 
Witlor regime because they supported it?" 639% say Yose However, 

313 refuse even this limited suilt, and 5% withold opinions. 


Poople who acknowledge colleotive guilt on othor issucs aro much more 
inclinod than those who do not, to sharo the blame for Hitler's oots, 
as ia soen in tho following oonparative tnbloe 


Germans at least partly to 
blame for ects of ilitlor rogzimos 


Yes No No ope Casos 
Collective war guilt: an Se 
Yos 89% 9 2 (100%) 6844 
No (Rejeotion) 57, 40 3 (100%) 1997 
Attacked Poland to pro= 
teot Gormans thore: 
Yes (Rejootion) ; 61% 36 3 vom 626 
No 727% 8627 11 100%) 1362 
Harshnoss of Voreaililoss 
Justified war (Rejootion) 64% 44 2 (100%) 201 
Did not justify war 60% $4 18 (100%) 20421 
Harshness of Versailles: 
A cause of the war (Rejeotion) 63% 35 2 (100%) 749 
Not a cause of the war 750 meee? * (10074) 1057 
Because other people 
misunderstend, Germany 
often in trouble: 
Agree (Rejection) 65% ty Soe 3 (100%) 1715 
Disazroe Ta%euees 2 (100%) 690 
Both sides in war come — 
mitted many war crimes: 
Agroo (Re jeotion) 65% 31 4 (100%) 2462 
Disagree Tle? 2 (100%) 192 
Germans killed and tortured 
holploss millions: 
Agree "3% 24 5 eee 1753 
Disozroe (Ro jeotion) 49% 47 4 100%) 612. 
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see People who exhibit anti-semitio tendencies are much less ready to accept 
blame for Hitler's acts than these who show little biase Also the people 
who think the Allies have no right to limit future industry are much legs. 
willing to share any responsibility for Hitler's sovernment than is true 
of the small group who think limitations on industry are justified. 


It is interesting to note that the rele of education 4s reversed on this 
issue «= fewer of the better ectuoate than of the poorly educated think 
the German’ People ore in any way to blame for Hitler's govornmente 
Othorwise, sroup differences are slicht, though, as noted bolow, Hessians 
are somewhat less inolined than poople in the other two Laender to share 
any blamo for Hitler. 


German pdople share rosponsibility 
for the aots of tho Mitler resimos 


enn 


Yes No No Ope Cases 
Laender: ca 
Bavaria 65% 30 5 (100%) 1615 
Hesse Bloa ese z (100%) 731 
Yruerttomberg-Baden 57% 28 7 (100%) 669 
Education; 
7 yoars or less 667%, 27 7 (100%) 1129 
8 years 65% 28 7 (100%) 1303 
9 = 11 years 61% 087 2 (100%) 367 
12 years or moro 56% 42. 2 (100%) 197 
Today's political parties: 
Serve publio walfare 68% 29 3 (100%) 1531 
Serve sclfish interests 5655 29 15 (100'4) 692 
Poople are hetter sorved by: 
Many politionl parties 687 29 3 (10075) 1841 
A single politioal party | 65;, 33 2 (100.4) 694 
Allied limitations on industry: 
Justified 80% 17 3 (100;3) 320 
Not justified , 64% 33 3 (100%) 2254 
Raolal bias sole: 
et etn 
Little bias 74% 24 2 (1007) 612 
Nationalist 6Gea 30 ew 82 Bee 561 
Racist 64%. 31 5 i (100%) 671 
High antiesomitio 61% 32 7) iyi ee 637 
524 


Intonse antiesemitio 68% 33 18 (100% 
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Collective war guilt eo» 


Only a minority (28%) of Germans in the American Zone feel that the 
German people are to blame for the outbreak of World War II. Queried, 
"Yo you believe that the German people are to blame for the war because 
they permitted a government to come into power which wanted to plunge 
the world into wart" 67/5 say No, 5% have no opinion, and, as stated, 
28% say Yess 


Again, there is a close relationshin betveen views on this issue and 
those on other ocolleotive responsibility issuess Especially is this 
true in regard to blame for the acts of the Hitler regime and for the 
part the Versailles treaty played in bringin: on the war «= as would 

be expected, Here, too, the connection betveen racial bias and refusal 
to accept collective war guilt is marked. 


Germans collective guilty 
for the war 


Yea No No op. Cases 

foermans responaible | 
for acts of Iitlers 

Yes 39% 59 2 (100%) 1927 
No (Rejection) / 9% 89 Be (100%) 896 
Harshness of Versailles: 

Justified war (Rejeotion) 18% 80 2 eee 201 

Did not justify war 31% ° +67 2 (100%) 2041 


Harshness of Versailles: 


A cause of the wat (Re jedtion) | 26% 7S 1 (100%) 749 
Not a cause of the war , 36% 63 1 (1007) 1057 
2 Ge ede a LORE 
Little bias 37% 60 EB (100%) 611 
Nationalist 30% 66 5 (100°) 671 
Racist 30% 66 4 (100%) 661 
Iligh anti-semitism 25% 5 71 6 (100%) 637 
Intense anti-semitism 19% . 69 12 (1007) 524 


Also educated people dre less prepared than the ;poorly educated to assure 
collective blame ee. 67% of those with 7 years or less schooling in contrast 


‘to 75% of those with 12 years or mo.2 schooling say that the Germans are 


not collectively responsible for the war by virtue of their support of a 
war-minded government. 


Among Leender, Bavaria is least disposed to accept collective guilt, 
voting 71:5 as against 64% in Hesse and 60/5 in Wuerttemberg-Daden against 
the views 


Attitudes toward Alliad limitations on Germany's industrial potential 

also have a bearing on opinions on colleotive war GULlt cee 63% of those 
who oonsider tho limitations justified in oontrast to 71% of those who think 
them not justified say that the German poople are not responsible for the 
ware And poople who suspect the value of present-day political parties are 
also more likely than those who ‘hink they serve the general welfare to 
deny war guilt, voting, reapeot}ely, 71% and 64% against it. Other group 
differences are Slighte 
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The Versailles Treaty and World ‘lar Il ose 


As 48 well known, the German poople were given a strenuous propaganda | 
campaign by Hitler and his followers on the evils of the Versailles 

"Diktat", Constantly, the injustice and harshness of this treaty were 
emphasized as a justification for agzressive actione Resultd of this 

study indicate, however, that the majority of the German people do not 

accept the thesis. But those that do apparently learned their lesson well -- 
at least to the extent that they are prepared to deny sugzestions of 
collective guilt, . 


Two questions were asked, the firs’ was "Did the harshness of the Versailles 
Treaty give the German people a right to start a second world wart"; 
and the second, asiced only of those answering in the negative, ‘Was the 
harshness of this treaty a oause of this war?" To the first, 68% replied | 
No e- the Versailles Treaty did not justify the war; only 7% said Yes, and 
a large minority «= 25% -- witheld their opinions. And a bare majority 
(527%) of those asked whether the treaty was & oause of the war answered 
affirmatively; 37% said No, and 11% did not express an opinion. Clearly, 
_ ther, only a minority of Germans see no connection between the Versailles 
Treaty and World War I2é And those who do follow a consistent pattern 
of denial of collective guilte For example eee 


ese 80% of the people who say the harshness of Versailles justified 
the war, as against 
67% of those who say it die not, feel that the German people bear 
no collective guilt for the ware 


eee 80% of those who say Versailles justified the war,as against 
62% of those who say it did not, feel that Germany often is 
in difficulties because it is misunderstood. 


Moreover, 42% of the resple who feel that the Versailles treaty gave 
Germany a right to start the war, in contrast to 21°%3 who hold the contrary 
view feel that G Germany made war on Poland to save Germans in Poland from 
mistreatnent. Also they ere loss inclined (55%) than their counterpart 
group (70;!) to think that public interests will be better served by sevoral 
political parties, rather than a single one. And 32% of them, in contrast 
to 20% of the people who do not think the Versailles treaty justified the 
war disagree that it is true that Germans tortured or murdered millions 

of helpless Europeanse 
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Versailles Treaty justified the war see 


Nershness of Versailles Treaty gave 


C smany a right to start World War IIs 


Yes No No Ope Cases 
Laenders: 
Bavaria T%. 67 26 100%) 1615 
Hesse 9% 67 24 100%). 731 
Wuerttemberg-Baden 6% 68 26 (100%) 659 
People best served by: E. 
Many political parties ea Ca (100%) 1841 
One single political party 10% 65 25 ~ (100%) 694 
Todey political parties: 
Serve public welfarc | 6% 76 18 (100%) 1531 
Serve selfish interests — PY AS Ep (100°) 1396 
Yes 4% 75 2h (1007) 9844 
No (Rejection) 8% 68 24 (1007) 1997 
Germany attacked Poland 
to protect Germans theres: . 
Yes (Rejection) 14% 68 18 (100%) 626 
No. 5% BB 12 (100%) 1381 
Germany often in diffioulties 
because others misunderstand: 
Aeree (Rejeoticn) 9% 74 17 (10075) 1715 
Disacsres Bi CB ace 10 (1007) 590 
Many war crimes committed 
by both sides in war: 
Agrea (Rejection) Pooe WIT 21 (100%) 2462 
Disarree 4%. -) 80 16 (100%) 192 
Racial bias scales . 
Little bias 6% 81 pe aaa. (100%) 611 
Nationalist 6% 77. . 18 (1007) 561 
Racist 8% 70 22 foe te 671 
Wigh anti-semitiam 6% 66 . 27 100%) 637 
Intense anti-semitism 9%. 43 47 (100%) 534 
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Relation between racial bias and tho Versailles treaty as justifying the war 


The more racial bias a group has, the less the tendenoy to feel that the 


Vorsailles treaty was not a justification for the war, Interestingly, 


however, this doos not megan an'inorcasingly positive view that the treaty 


justified the war -- as there is little difference hetween the various 


groups on thise Rather, the "No Opinion" group inoreases proportionately 


as the scale of racial bias ascends, as the following table indicates: 


Harshness of the Vorsailles 
Treaty Justified tho War: 


Yes No No Ope : Cases 

Racial Bias Soale: 
Little Bias 5%- Bi 14 (100%) 611 
Nationalist yee ae 18 (100%) 561 
Racist 8% 70 22 (100%) 671 
High Anti-Semitio 8% 65 og (100%) 637 
Intense Anti-Semitic 9% 43 48 (100%) 524 


ese Paralleling in part the opinions recorded above are those of the various 
education mroupse The highest "No Opinion" vote is recorded by the best 
educeted sroup, and in a nore pronounced fashion than the division on the 


racial bias scales 


Harshness of the Versaillas 
Treaty Justified the Wars 


Yes lo No ope "Cases 
Eduéation: 
7 years or less 6% 74 20 nee. 1129°° 
8 years 8% 668 24 (100%) 1303 
9 = 1l years 12 874 14 (100%) 367 
12 years or more 13% 97-30 57 (100%) 197 


ees Feople who feel that the Versailles Treaty gave Germany a right to start 


the war are also moro inclined “ 2n those who hold the.opposite view to 
feel that both sides in the war comnitted war orimes, and to deny that 


Germany tortured and murdered helpless Europeans. (See table on next page.) 


eee Poople who think that the harshness of Versailles treaty was a couse, 
thoush not a justification, of the war, tend to hold opinions similar 
to those hold by the zroups which deny collective guilt. That is, they 
believe, more than their oounterpart groups, that the German pople are 
not responsible for the acts of the Hitler regime, bear no blame for 
the war, gat |: ° into difficulties because other people misunderstand 
Gormany, it is not true that Germany murdored millions of helpless 
poople, and that both sides comaitted many war crimes. 


Unlike the educated zroup on other issues, here, however, the best educated 


more than the uneducated ton” to believe that Versailles was not a cause 
of the ware It seoms plausi le that well-educated Germans recognize and 
rojeot this weakened forref the question because it puts so woakly what 
they more ofton feal is a basio issues Also, thero is less relationship 
betveon opinions on this issuo and anti-somitisn than is usually the case 
with the collective guilt questionse This people who have little racial 


bias tond to thinkc much the same on this matter as do the anti-somitdage 
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Attitudes on othor collective guilt issucs os. 


Your other questions were asked of Gormans in the Amorican Zone to zet at 
attitudes toward recognition of collective guilt. The questions and 

replies to aach ars given hore, followed by a tabular breakdown of sroup 
differences. It wll be notod that on each issue the people who deny suilt, 
or rationalize Gorman actions, tond to follow much the same pattorn doscribed 
in tha foregoinn. 


The ottaclk on Poland eee 


The cusstion and replies: "Did “ormany attao Poland in order to protect 
Gormans living thore from nistreatment by Poland?" 


Yos 21% 
No 4.6 


No opinion 33 
Gormany is misunderstood eee 


The question and replies: "Garmany often finds herself ino diffioult 
situation because othor people have ho understanding of Gormany." 


Agroe 56% 
Disagree al 


io opinion 23 
War crimes vee 


The question and replies: “Do you agree or disagree that both sides in 
this war committed many crimes 2.sainst humanity and peace?" 


Anreo 83% 
Disasros 6 
No opinion aly 


Garman atrooltios see 


The question and renlies: "Do you a7\reoe or disagree that research has 
shown that the Gormans tortured and murdered millions of helpless Ruropeans?" 


Asree 59% 
Disacree 20 
No opinion 21 
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— Attaols on Poland ces 


Gormany attaokod Poland to 
protect Germans living theres 


Yes No No Ope Cases 

By Laender: a 

Bavaria 21% ~. 49 30 (100%) 1615 
Hosse 237, me 42 35 (1003) ©. 731 
Wuor ttenberg«Baden 207% 43 7 (100%) 659 
pee ORE tOn 

7 years or less 17% 46 38 (100%) 1129 
8 years 23% 2 35 (100:%) 1303 
9 - 11 years | 26% 63 21 (10073). 367 
12 years or riore 22%) 67 a2 (100%) 197 
Peonle are better served by: 

Many political partics DIZEN 5S van 26 <P t00%) 1841 
By one single political party 25% 46 29 (100%) 694 
Today's political parties: 

Serve general wolfare ag B1729 $1 38 (100%) 1531 
Serve selfish interests . 23,5. 55 22 (100%) 692 
Collective war guilts 

You eat Bie Sean? 28 (100, 844 
No (Re jootion) 8375 > 44 33 (100%) 1997 
Both sides in war oomnittod 
many War OF 1 M08 tect 

Anroo (Rg jJootion) . 23% 47 30 (100%) 2482 
Disagree 16% 70 14 (100//) 1¢2 
Germans tortured and 
mundened Mi Lesens i ; 

Area 207%) 5* 55 (ae 25 (100%) 1753 
Disazrea (Rejects on) 29:3 40 31 (100%) 612 
ee ee seo tes Rees 

Little bias 19% 60 21 (100%) 612 
Nationalist 19% = 54 27 (100%) 561 
Racist 21% 48 31 (100%) 671 
Mich antiesomitisn 24% 37 39 (160, .) 7637 


Intense anties«mitism 2175% 29 60 (100%) 524 
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Gormany is misunderstood eee 


Germany often gota into diffioulty 
‘beoause othor people nisundorstands 


Yes No No Ope Cases 

Laondor: efi ; 
Bavaria 55% 21 24 (100%) 1615 
Hesse 61%. 15 24 (100%) 731 
Wuerttemborg=Baden 58% 22 20 (100%) 659 
Education: | 

7 years or loss 60% 20 30 (100% 1129 
8 years 60% 17 23 (100%) 1303 
9 = 11 years 65% 22 13 (100%) 367 
12 years or more 11% 28 4 (100%) 197 
Collectivo war guilt: 

Yes B14 a7 22 (100%) 844 
No (ReJjeotion) 62% 18 20 (100%) 1997 
Both sides comnitted 
many war orimes: 

Agroe(Rojootion) -6%% 19 18 (10074) 2482 . 
Disogreo- 33% 49 18 (100%) 192 
Gormans tortured and | 

Agreo 58% 25 17 eee 1753 
Disagroe (Ro joction) 69% 16 16 (100%) 612 
Pooplo ara bottor served byr 

Moy politiosl partios 62% 23 15 - (100%) 1641 
Ono singlo politioal patty » 59% 19 22 (100%) 694 
Today's political partios: 

Servo public intorests 59% 23 18 (100%) 1531 
Sorve selfish interests GT 2% ‘2 (1Q0%) $92 
Racial bins scala: 

Little bias 577 28 15 (100%) 611 
Nationalist . 56% 265 19 (100%) 561 
Racist 607, 19 21 (100%) 671 
High anti-sonitism 61% 13 26 (100%) 637 


Intonso antiesomitism 62% 12 36 (100%) 624 


ne er a ee RIE HT A NE FORE NR ORT OEE Me ee 


Both sides conmitted war crimos 


Lacnders 


Bovaria 
He sso 
Wuorttomborg=Baden 


mount een 


7 yoars or loss 
8 yoars 

9 = 11 yoars 

12 yoars or sore 


AU Beate ee wise Sere oy 

Many politioal partics 

One single nolitioal party 
OEE OCA ea arta ED 

Sorvo publio vwolfaro 

Servo sclfish intcrests 
Collootive wor sudlte 

Yos 

No (Na jeotion) 


Gormiana torturod and 
murdorad riillionss 


ee ere 


Acree 
Disagrec(Rajdotion) 


Racial bias soale: 
Little bias 
Nationalist 
Racist 
Virh anti-semitism 


Intense anti-somitism 


ent 


eee Ao, 
re et) 


Yos No 
817% 8 
O4'% 6 
66% 4 
70% 8 
ley 6 
a7% 6 
Oo 8 
g6% 867 
8553 6 
03" 8 
8948 G6 
61% 509 
NG 6 
86% 8 
90% 6 
(3% 32 
83°5 9 
88% 4 
£64 3 
78% 3 
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(100%) 
esa 
(100;4 


100;% 
( 100% 
100;% 


(100;4) 


(100%) 
(100,7) 


(100; *) 
(100% 


f 1007 
100% 


(100;%) 
€ 100%) 


(100;2) 
(1007) 
(100%) 
(100% 
(100%) 


Many crimes against humanity and poaco 
committed by both sides an the war: 


Casos 


1615 
731 
669 


1129 
1302 
acf 
107 


1841 
694 


L531 
692 


B44 
1997 


1753 
612 


611 
561 
671 
637 
524 
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German atrocities «see 


German people tortured and 
murdored millions of holpless; 


* 


Yos No No Ope Casos 

By Laenders: 

Novar ia 60% . 20 20 (100%) 1615 
Ilosso- , 69% 21 20 (100%) 731 
Wuorttomborg=Badon . 52% 622 26 (100%) 659 
By oduontion: 

7 yoors or less 60% 16 24 (100%; 1129 
& yours ; EDS 4622 22 (100%) 1303 
9-11 years © * 57% © 29 14 (100%) 367 
12 years 69% 22 9 (100%) 197 
Poople are better sorvyod by: 

Mony political partics 65% 20 15 (100%) 1841 
A single political party 57% 25 18 (100%) 694 
Today's political partics; 

Sorve public wolfaore Cee G6% «LBA Aw 1T (100%) 1531 
Sorve selfish interests 69% 27 14 (100%) 692 
Collcotivo war guilt: 

Yos.. Vint 13 16 (10075) 844 
lio (Rojoction) 55% 24 at (100%) 1997 
Racial bics sonole; 

Littlo bias . 72% 15 13 (1007) 611 
Nationalist — 68%. 15 17 (10034) 561 
Racist , 60% 22 18 (100%) 671 
Hich anti-sonitisn 51%. 25 24. “8! (100%) 661 
Intense anti-senitism ne OO > Let 37 {100°%) 524 
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Conclusions ees 


First: Tho Rejection scores indicato that overall judgmonts aro 
apparently indcpendcnt, individual judgments, littlo influcnoed by 
social status, environment or group pressures. On the basis of tho 
scores, it is impossible to isolate any group -s economic, sooial, 
political, religious or goograpr‘c =~ and claim that here are tho 
poople who accept, or roject, ev loctive guilt for Gormany's recent 
past. Nor, numcrioally, are thers important polar groups -- that is, 
few accopt ond fow rejeot all or most rcsponsibility. 


Sccond: On individual questions, majority opinions in the direction of 
acceptance of guilt arc tho ruloe, One very important shift occuras, 
howevor -- refusal by a large majority to acknowledge blamo for the 
wor because Gormans put & woreminded government in powore To accept 
rcsponsibility on other issucs, but not on this one is bast dosoritcd 
fis.a "doublo talk." It is liko saying, "I'll-take tho blame for all 
of tho evil of the Hitler regime exopt the ovil." 


Third: Poople with the most cducation, iede tho londorship group, 
scom to be nearly as confused on thoso issucs as their lcossor oducated 
countrymone Their roplics to the question on the Gormin attack on 
Poland shows that they are better informed than others. But their 
unwillingnoss to deny that the Vorscilles Troaty gavo Gormary a right 
to start World viar II sugzests a olossly-unifiod intcraost groupe 


‘ Fourth: The offoctivenoss of the Gocbbels' propaganda line is soen in 
tho relationship between the attitudes analyzod hero and anti-semitisme 
To the’ extent that rejection of ~uilt is a projection of guilt on 
others, anti-semitism night wcll be considerod a compon.cnt part of the 
rejection of guilt picturce 


Fifth; Tho questions analyzod hore aro interrelated, but only 
modorataly soe Aoccptanca of ono charge is somotimes countored by 
rejootion of anothers For this rcason, goncralized charges of the 
"euilt" of tho Gorman people must ofton have little cffoct. Appoals 
dirscted to the German psople be.-3d on spoocifics.would probably havo 
bottor rosultse A caso in point is tho Gcrman attaok-on Poland -- 

a mattor on which this study shows many Gormans to bo misinformed or 
uninfornode A documented, but simply dotailed cecount (for tho loss 
vroll oduonted) about it might provide an oponing wedgo in tho ro- 
oducation of tho German pooploe 
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